IN THE CLAIMS: 



The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i kothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1, 7, 9, 13, 17, 21, 25 and 26 and ADD new claims 28 and 29 in 
accordance with the following: . 



Frently amended) An electronic news system for managing an elect 
message having a message content and a reply to said message, comppstng: 

storage means for storing data for a fixed form reply, inpyttgd in advance of the 
message and stored separately from the electronic messaa ^and having a reply content 
independent of the content of the electronic message^flowing use of the fixed form reply with 
other electronic messages ; 

input means for inputting the electr^prfc message without information about a reply to 
said message; 

output means for outputting tKe message with said data for the fixed form reply to the 
message retrieved from said storage means, said data for a fixed form reply independent of the 
message; and 

control means for ^6cepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to the message. 



2. (previoj^sly presented) An electronic news system according to claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

fixed f6rm reply managing means for managing a plurality of fixed form replies by data 
for respectively specifying said plurality of replies, and 

totaling means for totaling a number of the selections of each of fixed form replies as the 
reply to/he message, and storing results of the totalization of each of fixed form replies to the 
message in relation to said specifying data. 



3. (prPviniiRlyj ygs^ news system according to claim 1 , wherein said 

itrol m^artThas means for acceptinglmTnpytof a free form reply to the message, and 
aging the inputted free form reply in relation to a5ts4ospecify said message^ 
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M^prowj^i .ciy prece pted) An electronic news system ac cording to claim 2, wherein said 
control means has means for accepting an input of a free form reply to tne messaye, diitl- 



managing the inputted free form reply in relation to data to specify said message. 

5. (previously presented) An electronic news system accordipglo claim 1 , wherein said 
data for a fixed form reply is one kind or the combination of plur^fKinds of data selected from a 
plurality of kinds including text, still picture, speech, souncj^nd moving pictures. 

6. (previously presented) An electronic d^ws system according to claim 1, wherein said 
control means includes means for causing spXo output means to output data for a fixed form 
reply of the kind which fits contents of thprnessage. 
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7. (currently amended) Apr electronic news system including a client apparatus and a 
server apparatus which manages an electronic message having a message content and a reply 
to said message transmittedorom the client apparatus, said client apparatus comprising: 

storage means foc'storing data for a fixed form reply, inputted in advance of the 
message and stored separately from the electronic message and having a reply content 
independent of the content of the electronic message allowing use of the fixed form reply with 
other electronic messages ; 

input me/ns for inputting the electronic message without information about a reply to 
said message:/ 

outpu/ means for outputting the message with said data for a fixed form reply to the 
message retrieved from said storage means, said data for the fixed form reply independent of 
the message; 

control means for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to /he message; and 

/communication control means for transmitting the selection to the server apparatus. 



8. (previously presented) An electronic news system according to claim 7, wherein the 
clienjf apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the message in 
said/control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing means for 
managingjiefree form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for 
sp^dfying said messS 
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- fl , (curfcntly amended) An e l ecl i u i iiu ii ews - s y stom inc l uding a c li e n t - appa r a t us -aod-a- 
server apparatus which manages electronic messages having corresponding messatjgcontent 
and transmitted from the client apparatus, comprising: 
said server apparatus comprising: 

storage means for storing data for a fixed form repJ^T inputted in advance of the 
electronic messages and stored separately from th^lectronic messages and having a reply 
content independent of the content of the electronic message allowing use of the fixed form 
reply with other electronic messages : 

communication control meaner transmitting said data for a reply to the client 
apparatus; 

said client apparatus comprising: 

receiving control means for receiving said data for a fixed form reply sent from the 
server apparatus, said data for a fixed form reply independent of the electronic messages; 

input means f/fr inputting the electronic message without information about a reply to 
said message; 

^ output m^ans for outputting the message with the received data for the fixed form reply 

to the messac 

control means for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for a reply as the 
reply to ther message; and 

transmission control means for controlling the transmission for transmitting the selected 
reply to /he server apparatus. 

10. (previously presented) An electronic news system according to claim 9, wherein 
the cl/ent apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing means for managing a plurality of 
fixed /form replies by data for respectively specifying said plurality of replies, and communication 
control means for transmitting specifying data of the selected reply to the server apparatus as a 
reply, and the server apparatus comprises communication control means for receiving the 
specifying data transmitted from the client apparatus as a reply, and totaling means for totaling 
a nijmber of the selections of each reply as the reply to the message based on said specifying 
data, and storing the rjesults of the totalization of each reply to said message in relation said 
spepifyiQcp data. 
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feviously presented) An electronic news system according to claim 9, wher^ii 
the client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form replyjp'tfie 
message in said control means, and the server apparatus comprises freefprm reply managing 
means for managing free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data for 
specifying said message. 




12. (previously presented) An electronic new^system according to claim 10, wherein 
the client apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the 
message in said control means, and the serverlipparatus comprises free form reply managing 
f means for managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data 
for specifying said message. 



13. (currently amended) electronic news system including a client apparatus and a 
server apparatus which manages an electronic message having a message content and a reply 
to said message transmitted/rom the client apparatus, 

said server apparatus comprising: 

storage means fpr storing data for a first fixed form reply, stored separately from the 
electronic message, independent from the electronic message, and inputted in advance of the 
message and having) a reply content independent of the content of the electronic message 
allowing use of ther fixed form reply with other electronic messages ; 

communication control means for transmitting the data for the first fixed form reply to the 
client apparati 

said client apparatus comprising: 

receiving control means for receiving the first data for the first fixed form reply sent from 
the serveryapparatus; 

storage means for storing data for a second fixed form reply, stored separately from the 

messac 

/input means for inputting the electronic message without information about a reply to 
said pnessage; 

output means for outputting the message with said data for the first fixed form reply or 
th^ second fixed form reply; 

control means for accepting only a selection out of the outputted data for the first fixed 
/brm reply or the second fixed fornyreply based on the category of the message as the reply to 
' tbe^ftessagB>aQd 



^ med i ib fu i oui i l l u l li i iy I I itt 1 1 ansmisgtonr for trahslmitting the selectea reply out or thedj 
for the first fixed form reply or the second fixed form reply to the server apparatus^^ 



14. (previously presented) An electronic news system accopeltng to claim 13, wherein 
the server apparatus comprises fixed form reply managing m^afis for managing a plurality of 
first fixed form replies with data for respectively specifying^aid replies, and means for 
transmitting the specifying data of the first fixed forn^reply to the client apparatus along with 
said reply, X 

the client apparatus comprises fixed^orm reply managing means for managing a 
plurality of second fixed form replies with^he data for respectively specifying said replies, and 
means for causing said transmissioryxmtrolling means to transmit the selected second reply or 
the selected specifying data of the^first reply to the server apparatus as a reply, 

said server apparatus further comprises means for transmitting specifying data of the 
second fixed form reply to the client apparatus, and means for receiving the second reply or 
specifying data of the first/reply transmitted from the client apparatus as a reply in said 
communication control pneans, and totaling means for totaling a number of the selections of 
each reply as the reply to the message based on said specifying data, and storing the results of 
the totalization of each reply to said message in relation said specifying data, 

said client/apparatus further comprises means for receiving the specifying data of the 
second fixed fonm reply sent from the server apparatus in said receiving control means, and 
means for outputting the stored second fixed form reply based on said specifying data in said 
output means. 

15/ (previously presented) An electronic news system according to claim 13, wherein 
the client/apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the 
message in said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing 
means/or managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to data 
for specifying said message. 

/ 16. (previously presented) An electronic news system according to claim 14, wherein 
the pent apparatus comprises means for accepting an input of a free form reply to the 
message in said control means, and the server apparatus comprises free form reply managing 
means for managing the free form reply transmitted from the client apparatus in relation to the 




- — ft. (currently amended) A recording medium readable by a computer wjpdFrttfwages 
an electronic message having a message content and a reply to said message, comprising: 

program code means for causing said computer to store d^tdTor a fixed form reply in 
said computer, the fixed form reply being stored in advancepflhe electronic message and 
separately from the electronic message and having a refw content independent of the content 
of the electronic message allowing use of the fixed^form reply with other electronic messages ; 

program code means for inputting the^Iectronic message without information about a 
reply to said message; / 

program code means for causipg said computer to output the message with said data 
for a reply to the message, said data for a reply independent of the message; and 

program code means for /fusing said computer to accept only a selection out of the 
outputted data for a reply as thfe reply to said message. 

18. (previously presented) A recording medium according to claim 17, further 
comprising: / 

program code/means for causing said computer to manage a plurality of fixed form 
replies with data for respectively specifying said replies; and 

program code means for causing said computer to total a number of the selections of 
each reply as the/eply to the message and store the results of totaling the totalization of each 
reply to said messages in relation to said specifying data. 

19. (previously presented) A recording medium according to claim 17, further 
comprising: / 

program code means for causing said computer to accept an input of a free form reply 
to the message; and 

pro/jram code means for causing said computer to manage the inputted free form reply 
in relation to data for specifying said message. 



20. (previously presented) A recording medium according to claim 18, further 
comprising: 

/rogram code means for causing said computer to accept an input of the free form 
to the n/fessager-antf" 

Jrogram code means for causing said computerloTnHrr a g o the i npntt ed-frge^ form reply 
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^fiTTe tot i on to dQto - fo r s p eufy ii iy Sct l d me ssage. 




fctronic message having a 



21 . (currently amended) A message system for anj 
message content , comprising: 

a reply data storage device storing a plyf^y of fixed form reply sets, each fixed form 
reply set containing a plurality of replies apdeach set having reply content independent of the 
content of the electronic message altov/ing use of the fixed form reply with other electronic 
messages ; 

an input device for inpujtfng an-the electronic message without information about a reply 
to said message; 

a controller receiving the message from a host and allowing a user to retrieve a reply 
from a fixed form reply set stored in the reply data storage device, the fixed form reply set 
independent of the message, inputted in advance of the message, and stored separately from 
the message; and 

an output device outputting the selected reply to the host. 

22. (prev/ously presented) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the 
controller selects a fixed form reply set based on a category of the message. 



23. (previously presented) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the 
reply sets can include video or audio data. 

24. (p eviously presented) The message system as recited in claim 21 wherein, the 
host receives a plurality of the outputted selected fixed form replies and displays a bar graph 
illustrating a f equency of responses. 



25. (currently amended) A computer readable storage medium storing a computer 
program instructing a computer to perform operations for an electronic message having a 
message content, comprising : 

storing a plurality of fixed form reply sets, each fixed form reply set containing a plurality 



of replies and each set having a reply content independent of the content of the electronic 
message allowing use of the fixed form reply with other electronic messages ; 

inputting antheeleslronic messanej/vjthout information about a reply to said messs 
storirj^lfie message separately from the fixefrfearureply sets, the message b^jj 
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j n piit tg>H affAnJ i aM . fi i mi I -frYrm repiy rpts; 

receiving the message from a host; 

selecting a fixed form reply set independent of the message; 

allowing a user to choose a reply from the selected fixed form reply set; 

sending the chosen reply to/the host; and 

computing the frequency/of chosen replies sent to the host. 

26. (currently amended) A method of managing an electronic message having a 
message content and replwchoices to the electronic message, comprising: 

storing data for fixed form replies in advance of the electronic message and the replies 
having a reply content independent of the content of the electronic message allowing use of the 
fixed form reply with other electronic messages ; 

outputting the electronic message with the stored data for the fixed form replies; and 
selecting, subsequent to inputting the electronic message, certain of the outputted fixed 
form replies as the reply choices to the message. 

27. (previously presented) The method according to claim 26, further comprising: 
managing tne fixed form replies by data respectively specifying the fixed form replies; 
totaling a ntimber of the selections of each of the fixed form replies as the reply choices 

to the message; and 

storing results of the totalization of each of the fixed form replies to the message in 
relation to the specifying data. 

28. (new) A method of managing electronic messages having message content, 
comprising: / 

storing/replies for the electronic messages with the replies having reply content 
independent p the message content allowing use of the replies with more than one of the 
messages; / 

receding the electronic message and presenting the electronic message to a recipient; 
presenting the replies to the recipient and allowing the recipient to select one of the 
replies; am 

sending the selected one of the replies. 

29. (petffA method of managing a reply to an electronicrftessage having message ^ 
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